CHAPTER XXX
MISCELLANEOUS ORGANISMS
THE miscellaneous higher animals and plants that one is
likely to observe in a microscopical examination of drinking
water are so varied, and they are of such little practical impor-
tance in the interpretation of an analysis, that their description
here is not warranted. It is sufficient to mention the names of
a few common forms.
Of the Vermes the following may be noted: Anguillula, a
small, colorless thread-worm like the vinegar-eel (PL XIX,
Fig. i); Gordius, the common hair-snake; Nais, an annulate
worm with bristles (PI. XIX, Fig. 2); Tubifex, another bristle-
bearing worm; Chaetonotus, an* elongated worm-like organ-
ism with scales on its back (PL XIX, Fig. 3). Of the Arachnida:
Macrobiotus, the water-bear (PL XEX, Fig. 4); and the Acarina,
water-mites, or water-spiders (PL XIX, Fig. 5). Of the
Hydrozoa: the Hydra, a most interesting organism from a
zoological standpoint (PL XIX, Fig. 6). Insect larvae; Corethra,
or the phantom larva; scales and fragments of insects; barbs
of feathers; epithelium-cells; ova of the Entozoa, Crustacea,
Rotifera, etc.
Of the vegetable kingdom may be mentioned Batrachos-
permum (PL XIX, Fig. 7); fragments of Sphagnum Moss;
Myriophyllum, or water-milfoil; Ceratophyllum, or hornwort
(PL XIX, Fig. 10); Lemna, or duck-weed (PL XIX, Fig. 12);
Potamogeton, or pond-weed (PL XIX, Fig. n); Hippuris,
or mare's-tail; Anacharis, or American water-weed (PL XIX,
Fig. 9); Utricularia, an insectivorous plant; pollen-grains;
plant-hairs; fragments of vegetable fibers and tissue; fibers of
cotton, wool, silk, hemp, etc.; starch-grains, etc.